is known as the Reform and Plannlng Asso-,“

Reform and Planning

Denver.1l, Colorado

"BULLETIN

Church of God
(Seventh Day)
FeBruary, 1961

T

OBJECTIVE COMMENTS

It is again time to publish the Bulle-"pel) is primarily ‘considered ahdpromoted.

etin; through which we greet members and
friends of the Church of God (7th Day),
and bring to them comments, reports. and
other reading matter in which we feel. they
will be interested and in which they will
find strength. ! .

. We always want to furnlsh 1nforma-
tion concerning the work of Reform, Plan-"
ning, Unity, and-Missions., B
¢ Since, according to ‘the laws of our

land, it is quite lawful.to organize a

comnittee within an organization (which
right the Executive Board of the General
Conference has acknowledged), and since -
there is extreme need of reform and pro-
gress, a committee was selected in the

Council Meetings of December, 1960, and
is known as the Reform and Planning Com-
mittee, It succeeded the Laymen®s Re-

search Committee which some time ago was
organized under the same right, and for
the purpose of laylng the foundation for
badly needed reform in the organization,

The responsibilities of the RPA Com- -

mittee are to lead in the work of church
reform, planning, unity, and missions.

This type of work consequently devel-
opes into associational endeavors ‘common
to the desires of an extended number of
people, who want church reform, in getting
back to the Bible Plan of church activity
and organization,

' This over-all endeavor within the or-

ganization of the Church of God (?th Day)
+ P — ==

Please address all mail-to:

REFORM and PLANNING ASSOCTATION
P, 0. Box 688

Denver 1, Colorado

“ ‘the Church.

ization.
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~.and appreciated; and where the real aim

of . the Church (proclamation of the Gos-

There is an evident tendency today

in Christendom to regard super-structure

in church government, erection of beauti-
ful Church buildings, and increased multi-

. tudes of nominal Christians as progress

of the church, without recognition of the
individual aspect in the composltlon of
the Church.

__The Church is composed of converted
individuals whom God sees fit to add to
In reality, the Church of
God is not made up of woods stone, and
metal formed into particular 'types of
constructlons, nor of unconverted multi-
tudes, but of individuals around the
world who "“fight the good fight of faith®
and are laying "hold on' eternal .life,”

Beautiful buildings are in order
when. they are regarded as means to an end
~-the end of fulfilling the aims of the
Church, without becoming the end them=
selves,

The same is true with church organ-
It is a tool used as a means
to the end of the Gospel’s proclamation.

An increase in converted people to
Christ is réa}l church progress. It is
grand to be instrumental in persuading
people to the way of 1life eternal--people
that God will be pleased to. add to His
Church. God doesn®t use men to do the
real act of adding to, and taklng from
His Church., He does: that Himself,

. No small group of men, women, offi-
cials or ministers compose the Church en-
tirely. Neither is a denominational or-
ganization the Church, It is therefore

. very irregular for a small group of peo-

ple or "authorities"to refer to themselves
as the Church by remarking that he or she
doesn‘t cOoperate with the Church, when
he or she  doesn*t (Continued on page “)

B e s - 1.

clation, _
Its four pr1n01pal deeetlves ares:
Reform - Planning = Unlty - Mlssmons.,

Reform is the road to better: things
for the Church, where rights of Chris-
‘tians composing the laity are recognized’
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Page 2
FROM THE MAIL
At Home:

I would like to say as a testimony, ™I believe this to be one of the greatest
meetings of its kind in the Church of God that I have attended, since the meeting of
the Church in Fairview, Oklahoma, in 1949, to effect the 'Merger.” It will no doubt
go down in history as another milestone in the progress and advancement of the people
of God," ~--Elder Emmett Samson, Oregon.

We attended the Council Meetings Friday morning and other sessions, We really
enjoyed our fellowship with the brethren and received many blessings, We enjoyed the
Sabbath services at the West Denver Church. Brother Roy Marrs delivered a very good
message following a good lesson study.

We went to the home of Brother and Sister Floyd Merriam following the church
services, where they had prepared a wonderful dinner. That evening we again enjoyed
the fellowship of over 30 brethren at the home of Brother and Sister Charles Adams,
and another bountiful meal served in their basement, . We shall never forget the won-
derful hospitality of all these dear brethren. , :

- It was a privilege to get to be in the home of Brother and Sister B. Fo Marrs
for a while on our arrival in Denverssee | : ‘ '

Sunday night we were piloted out to Willard and Ruth Hawkins by Brother and
Sister Beecher Adams, ' It was so good to see Willard again, and to see Ruthie and
children for the first time, ~--Charles and Alice Henion, Oregon,

I was privileged and greatly appreciated that privilege, to attend a meeting in
Denver, which I'm sure will go down in Church of God history as a turn for happier
days ahead, ‘ iy ‘

I do not intend to attempt to explain what took place there. You will probably
hear from one of the committees set up for this purpose.

But do not take too lightly what was done in this meeting eventhough it might be
belittled. If you want to see a great work done, quit sitting with your hands folded,
waiting for a miracle, Stand up and be counted. ~--Luvelt Palmer, Idaho.

I did not plan at first to attend the Advisory Council Meetings in Denver, How-
ever, after seeing how things were developing and being encouraged to go by others,

I decided to go. I have not been sorry at all, There was a wonderful spirit of co-

operation and freedom of expression, without abuse of freedom. If properly conducted,

the arrangements made have the potential for a lot of good, as I see it, ;
| JERE——— ---Elder Roy A. Marrs, Californi

It is difficult for me to express my feelings in words for the joy that I re=-
ceived in-attending the Advisory Council Meetings. It was good to see old friends
again and also to make new friends. The thing that impressed me most however, was
that all who attended the meeting possessed the same line of thought. Although the
people came from churches of God over a wide and vast area, their problems were about
the same, and their ideas for solving them were approximately the same,

 They all agreed that our present system of church government is hierarchical,
oppressing, and not'Biblical. The voice and rights of the church membership have
been taken away, and the people are forced to submit to a super-monstrous church
government, set on ruling with an iron hand, regardless of the costs

The general feeling among all was that this meeting would be the starting point
of restoring the church government to the people themselves, and that the spiritual
experience of the Early Church can again be enjoyed. m _

The church has sold its "Pentecostial Birthright" fora mess of machinery, but
let us pray that this system will be forever banished, and through local autonomy and
restoration of rights, the Spirit can again be free to work in the church, the home,
and in the hearts and minds of men.,

When Jesus comes, His kingdom will work because He is a righteous King. Until
then, a democracy is the only form of government that will be a success, if people
are to be happy and enjoy that freedom which God Himself has given. "The truth shall
make you free.” Let us learn the Bible truth about church government, It is found
in the book of Acts and writing of the Apostles, ' ---Elder Leo Merriam, California,
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. meetings toward better church government and unity.

From the Mail at Home(Continued from Page 2)

Greetings to all in the name of Jésus.

Am glad to recéive thé letter of announcement as a fore-runner concerning de-

tailed accounts of the Council and Associational Sessions which will be available,

Thanks, Brother Adams, for the note and Fellowship News eees

I appreciate your interest and concern in behalf of everyone concern'ed.T All

things are possible wi i ri im a
e re possible with God. We will give Him all the honor and gyory, praise His
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Yeseeesaccording to ybur're t c i
o ; quest, not only did I pra iti
Tacoma Chursh for the meetings. o Tdhgz, WEShiigtznmyself’ but petitioned the

I am thankful for th T R ' Oy Wbl o
i Council?r | e oppo#tunlty to express. myself concerning the'meetings of
I went fearing that the results wo B ek Ay ‘

. _results would be contrary to my wishes, ' The reason f
ﬁg iﬁsysesxgggzg igoz iggetglnéiterz”(one of: whom is an Executive Board member) asgg;g
hy ‘wan 0. spl1it the. Church, I didn’t know of any h intentions, b
thought that perhaps they did. After my attends ¥ such intentions, but
: -nat pe b d. r my attending a'meeting I was rejoicing for th
megﬁezsf greatest desires were to see the wonderful Gospel of Jesus'Cﬁrist"greazhede
s ach;p %ogz,dp:;ce, and .liberty--not desiring a split. |
. Chris e at we might be free from the " ]
‘ g ree f yoke of bondage."” Now we find that
YE age en%angled with another yoke which binds the Spirit, restricts the preaching of
ééel'osgetﬁ and c?eates an atmosphere of distrust (to say the least). All of us
thitléed eig things, and we came together-after much prayer, I believe, desiring
1 od wou. _hglp us find the means whereby we might untangle ourselves from this
yoke ;hrough loving and peaceful means. ' ' T
was especially thrilled when the Association voted t i ]
as es] | : en the A 1 to form a committee to im-
ggoze éelatlons between our organization (Church of God, 7th Day), and the Meridian
aho. Group. Somehow I had always felt that I didn®t have a true picture of them, ’

- May God. help us to grow.in the spirit of unity and love.

I left the meetings feeling 3 o s ‘
COpSiderétioh for:all.g S #hat I_mgst flr@ly uphold our ?}?S,W1th love and
May God help me always to have love in Sk :
A e g Y L my heart, and may He cause me to stand
for truth, justice, and liberty for all is my prayer: ---Lawrence M. 'Meier,oczligado.

I have meant for some time to wri;;r-f--~ 3
i by it fo :  my testimony of the p! ‘enj
belngE;n tﬁe Agvlsory Council Meetings in Denver, - ¥ o RIERSE ;fgngoyed By
.. . Eventhough I was not a delegate, I was treated with ev ] '
_ . h ] ‘ : ery courtesy and coul
iiel thg ble531gg of God®s presence’ around us, and see His S;grit'leadzﬁz'usczo :
oser fellowship,.and a greater working for lost souls. ---Sister W, Otto, Michigan.

We greatly enjoyed the meetings i I :
e ! meetings in Denver, and the fellowship with others wh
ilsg;hag the'lnte?est.gf the Church at heart., Everyone there waspbound together Eith
ove,zgtha s;ngire desire to.do more for the Cause of Christ. |
Although those at the meetings came from different
' : S€ the meeting b parts of the count ach
had basically the same ideas in mind, and we feel that much was accomplishzg’ag the

. If each person desiring democratic church government will voiée his opinion,

'izgdzhgg :gzkpZi;?eOthars ?9 Obtiinhdemogracy, the church will soon be back in the
i : . We sincerely hope and pray that God's will be done i
Imatters. ---Bryan and Mary Sue Burrell, Oklahoma, ok g _ope 1? SR

It was a privilege for me to att ig i . ‘
end the Advisory Council Meetings.in Denver. I
223§c§aia;hat i ?ave never seen a more peaceful and dighified'aSSemb%y in all my.
i) diffeigii St:tggzsa gog.;o Stt down with brethren from over the country, and
d of life, to analyze h s i
arrlvg at what we believe-to bega solutign. Ol SRR Prabl ens, e unsplionsy, o
e hope ‘that. through the united efforts of peopl
Ny A i ‘ here that love the Churc!
of God and desire to6 see the salvation of D hore will b i i
e LS R . © souls, there will be happier and brighter
I% was good to have representatives of the Bi '
- e Bible Church of God, Meridian, Idaho
A =5
eet with us, They cleared up many questions that were in our (Cc;tinued on’page 45




minds, These brethren are very honest and zealous for the work of the Page 4
Lord. May He richly bless their endeavors., I feel we have entrusted the Reform Work
to capable men. They have our support and best wishes. May the Lord bless in this
noble work, =---Carl Merriam, California,

I received your letter, Reform and Planning Bulletin, and minutes of the Council
Meetings.ses I enjoyed them all very much.

After a series of several committee meetings and four general business meetings
of our local group here in Lodi, we finally became officially united 1nto one church
last night,e.ss I have been elected pastor.

We have a large group of people attending church here now. The enrollment is
169, and the attendance last Sabbath was 92, We seldom ever have under 90 people at
the Sabbath services., '

At our meeting last night a unanimous decision was made to ask you to come to
Lodi, and conduct a revival meeting for us, ---Elder Leo, S. Merriam, California.

(We rejoice to see advancement in unity of Spirit and fellowship which really
is in fulfillment of our obJectlves in the RPA--Reform Movement, The “rethren there
are to be commended as they progress in carrying out the aims of the Church in Chris-
tian democracy and freedom, declaring the Bible philosophy of local church autonomy,.
I hope I shall be able to accept their invitation to help them in their proposed
nmeetings acifdy ) oL SEEa B0 SACE TS i

Just thought I would write you a few lines.e.s. I did go to Tennessee and held
a nine-night revival and baptized one before I left,

We are looking for a building this week in which to have church, and ask that
you pray for us that we find one the Lord wants us ‘to have. Everyone in our group
seems happyesee It surely seems good to be free, ---Elder Harvey Otto, Michigan,

(Brother Otto was elected a member of the RPA Committee in our December Council
Meetings, He also answered a call to help in Tennessee, without the approval of the
District Overseer, although he was not going at the expense of the district. Conse-
quently he was fired as local pastor of the Detroit Church, by the Overseer and a
majority of his district board, not by the Detroit Church., His pay was stopped on
the day he left to help in Tennessee, through the influence of the Overseer over his
District Board, Through this same influence the Detroit Church was split., The same
thing has happened elsewhere as many know, How foolish can men be? How long will it
take for an hierarchy to learn that work of this type feeds the flame, plllng more
"coals"” on their heads? Please remember Brother Otto and the Detroit Church in your
Prayerss ===hde) & wicra HESN SSrESad e

Abroad: : AFRICA

I feel that our foreign missions program should include parts of Nigeria, West
Africa, from where a prominent worker for many years--one whom we know personally--
wrote: "Hope this finds you and family and the church in West Denver well and happy.
Please greet brethren for messee _

I totally decided to stop writing for publication. No ministers in Ahoada, Ogba.
and Egbema Districts receive a brass farthing share from the General Conferenceesse
No man or woman has been sending us any financial help in this part of Nigeria.... We
are not getting any help whatsoever from anyone there in the States, whether confer-
ence or individuals....» We need letters of encouragement from many of you.”

---Pastor Nelson I. Dimkpah.

INDIA

When I read the comments and expressions of the brethren in the Advisory Council
Meeting, I felt very much, for I was not among them, There must be freedom of though'
spirit, and action under the guidance of the word of God. The truth-loving children
of God must overthrow the dominating, self-seeking, evil, dictatorial powers in the
Church of God., Where there is love, there is no fear, May the dear Lord help the
<children of God to be united in speech and action for His glory in these closing days
of human history,

I was impressed much with the Bulletin of the Council,

I am glad to write you that the work in India is (Comtinued on page 7)
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CHURCH ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITY e
The Bible Plan

What Is the Church?

Th " » | , :
Pined a: gogg u;gngh;" as used in the Bible, is from the Greek word "ekklesia," de-
tion. The woid assembly, a congregation, a local, church, or Christiaﬁ"cong;ega-
as Yek," a prepogggiinfggzﬁFhe greek verbiekkaleo§to summon forth), further analyzed
invite. ing from, or of, and the verb "kaleo,® to call, summon, or
assemggsria:aio;n angient Athens the assembly that directed the local government. Thir

Hhan Christpgse oﬁith0§e.called together to consider local conditions,. ‘ )
tions. and said ";gin = ﬂlnlStrYp He called His disciples from their various voca=-
théy;«ere summoned z liw = (Métt' 4:18-22), He invited them to go with Him, ' Thus

0 leave their homes, friends, occupations, and He trained them

f L] . 4 L
_ for a special work, They, in turn, were to train others in spiritual matters, He

ave th it o
'%hgepng? ifwgiingidesc?m¥15510ns and they were to begin that work when they receivec
the power of the Holy Spirit (See Matt, 28:19,20; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8), Until they
e punt“l tﬁy were to stay in Jerusalem, The record states they remained
who were His %ollo;ers enggﬂfﬁiizge' tThel"e WE:e then and there- 120 who were waiting,

y U ~out ones, His church at that time.
i b Tl el s e srn, £
o - e and purify, And as the Church is Hit
is the Head, or the director of the Ch ; e Gl Lo RS Denyb i

15 . > g urch. He 1 t 3 .9 Q
Cnurc?hlsTtoifoliow the same (See Acts 20:28; Ephf 5?2§igs)lnstructlons, At

e Twelve Apostles were instructed by Chri imself. - Chrd :
TQV61§tson.to Paul, which is recorded in hgs w:;izng:Tsélf. Christ gave’ personal
thouéagdezttgzéliggzs Eitih:dg§§§tlesdt@§ group of believers grew in numbers, -three

o : 3 . ions daily; and five thousand at ther t3
ricord states that they were multipli ¢ -tk et Endthditime,® The
racorded (See Acts 2:4%-49; 4?3;_;€%i§?- How g?eat the membership came to be is not

Did the Apostles Seek to Rule in Material Things?

"= aﬂlﬁ?&ﬁgz zip;d tncrease in numbers, a problem arose in Jerusalem, . A common fund
il i ‘?ee. the needs of the. members, but a complaint was registered in re-
duty.tb gi%e their ?1$iw:.(53e Acts 6:1-8). As the Apostles realized it was their
PR R z ime to prayer and @inistny of the Word, they asked the Churcl
iy i en to attend to this material neéd, the cause of the complaint. Thi
. & seven men chosen were men of faith, prayer, and péwer through thé Holy‘

Spirit,
ayer;- an 0s - g - s .

5 pgﬁple and other appropriate workle Shocawrepriieng'e foaterial nesds 9f~
So¥vs tzb§525t135 said, "It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and
Sl e Ty L Elve givsslves pontinually, 1o prayen and so the ministry
a Board of TNElgeSpaéEéiiédcz§§a;néyglany,grogp,o£~péople gt fgachioitiire mugh,be

: fter Bible exam ; : v iy
as seznfgith in the Bible for these twelve mgn?, must remember as well,the duties of

e course of time- persecution drove m i e i ;

but : : ; any believers into Judea and i
to ozgzrggizgizs-;ﬁgaigﬁﬁcigéJerusale@o By this the good news of salva:ionség:rizﬁen‘
ued, but the churches grew, Wore: yaiged up (See Acts 831’14)‘ Persecution contin-

The very zeal ' : : hec: ‘
R o Y é ?us perﬁecutor, Paul, was converted and became a devout follower
thiy 32§eo£aiggdn§w giurch?s.Was at Antioch where Paul and Barnabas labored. There
Tota iot'¥¥omeJ2§;§;§e£°r a sgeci;l quk, and were sent’ out by and from this
. ( =2 salem, nor by the Apostles. Their mission work t '
32§gegy§§3:r:n?sgzrﬁztzflgs1admizgr-w?;re they raised up churches, in wzggh tﬁz; zgfm

_elders Act an + This was without being sent by the Apost c
:2YA§X;§§E# dlie:tlon*whatsogver from Jerusalem., They returned ﬁoythezr ﬁgzaieiﬁﬁg:h
't A , not to Jerusalem; thugzshowing'that theywdid_not~(dehtihhéd on page 6):

£ .




consider Jerusalem as authoritative headquarters, nor that the Apostles (Page 6)

were their directors, since those at Jerusalem were not consulted about their call to
mission fields, It was not necessary for them to get permission from Jerusalem, or
any other general headquarters to go. The Spirit of God issued the call, gave the
necessary permission, and Paul!and Barnabas were sent out from the local church at
Antioch,

Why Did Paul, Barnabas and Others Go to Jerusalem?

In the absence of Paul and Barnabas from Antioch, some Judaizing teachers from
Jerusalem caused contention in Antioch by teaching it was necessary to obey the Law
of Circumcision (See Acts 15), Who had sent teachers to Antioch? Did the Apostles
at Jerusalem send them?

After some contention at Antioch, it was decided that Paul, Barnabas and others
should go to Jerusalem (source of the trouble) to learn why this was done, who was
responsible for such doings, and what should be done to settle the matter.

The reason this delegation was sent from Antioch to Jerusalem, was because the
trouble-makers were from there--Jerusalem being the source of the trouble. The whole
church at Jerusalem was sorry because of the difficulty, and that those causing the
trouble went out from them. They all sent greetings by letter to the church at An-
tioch as follows: "The apostles and elders and brethren send greetings to the brethrer
which are of the Gentiles in Antioche..ess Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain
which went out from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying,
Ta mz§t be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such command%(Acts 15:
£3424) :

In Jerusalem this company was received by the Apostles, the elders, and the
whole church, Paul and Barnabas related their experiences in the mission journey
they had made (after first reporting to Antioch)., This would be expected from two
wonderful missionaries, but was incidental to the real purpose (teaching of circum-
cision) for going to Jerusalem. Had the trouble originated in some other place or
cimarch, they would have gone there to get the matter settled. Peter told of going to
the home of Cornelius and of the results. Finally, from the discussion, James summed
up a decision which was to be made known to all the churches,

The Apostles, elders, and the whole church (See Acts 15:22) joined in this de-
cision, that no added burden such as circumcision be placed on Christian converts.
To aid Paul and Barnabas, two men were sent with them to Antioch, By this it was
shown the Apostles did not authorize the teaching imminating from Jerusalem, that
caused the trouble in Antioch,

Another interesting point here to be remembered is that the church at Antioch
was not raised up by workers sent from Jerusalem by the Apostles, but by devout Chris.
tians who had gone there through persecution and zeal for Christ and His worke

Was This Meeting at Jerusalem an Organized General Conference?

Some have tried to show that this meeting in Jerusalem, as recorded in Acts 15,
was a general gathering from the various churches for what is called a "General Con-
ference. However, examination of the record reveals that only two churches were in-
volved~-Antioch and Jerusalem. It mentions only Peter and James of the Twelve Apos-
tles. Were all the others there, or were they elsewhere at that time? The record
does not specifically state. There is nothing to show that this was a general meet-
ing of any kind, or that James held any adminiatrative authority whatsoever. Any at-
tempt to try to show that this was a "general conference,” comes from reading between
the lines something that is not in the record.

The whole church at Jerusalem took part in this meeting and approved the suggest-
ed decision sent to Antioch. The Apostles alone did not make the decision or issue
the directive, Neither does the record mention that delegates from elsewhere had any
part in deciding or sending this instruction to Antioch: "For it seemed good to the
Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things:
That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangler
and from fornication: from which if yewkeep yourselves, ye shall do well.”

Paul®s Instructions Regarding Churches:

To the Ephesians Paul stated that Christ is Head of the (Continued on page 9)




consider Jerusalem as authoritative headquarters, nor that the Apostles (Page 6)

were their directors, since those at Jerusalem were not consulted about their call to
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church at Jerusalem was sorry because of the difficulty, and that those causing the
trouble went out from them. They all sent greetings by letter to the church at An-
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¢hurch, they would have gone there to get the matter settled. Peter told of going to
tne home of Cornelius and of the results. Finally, from the discussion, James summed
up a decision which was to be made known to all the churches,

The Apostles, elders, and the whole church (See Acts 15:22) joined in this de-
cision, that no added burden such as circumcision be placed on Christian converts,
To aid Paul and Barnabas, two men were sent with them to Antioch. By this it was
shown the Apostles did not authorize the teaching imminating from Jerusalem, that
caused the trouble in Antioch,

Another interesting point here to be remembered is that the church at Antioch
was not raised up by workers sent from Jerusalem by the Apostles, but by devout Chris.
tians who had gone there through persecution and zeal for Christ and His worke

Was This Meeting at Jerusalem an Organized General Conference?

Some have tried to show that this meeting in Jerusalem, as recorded in Acts 15,
was a general gathering from the various churches for what is called a General Con-
ference, However, examination of the record reveals that only two churches were in-
volved--Antioch and Jerusalem, It mentions only Peter and James of the Twelve Apos-
tles. Were all the others there, or were they elsewhere at that time? The record
does not specifically state. There is nothing to show that this was a general meet-
ing of any kind, or that James held any adminiatrative authority whatsoever. Any at-
tempt to try to show that this was a ¥general conference,” comes from reading between
the lines something that is not in the record.

The whole church at Jerusalem took part in this meeting and approved the suggest.
ed decision sent to Antioch. The Apostles alone did not make the decision or issue
the directive., Neither does the record mention that delegates from elsewhere had any
part in deciding or sending this instruction to Antioch: "For it seemed good to the
Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these necessary things:
That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangler
and from fornication: from which if yewkeep yourselves, ye shall do well.”

Paul 's Instructions Regarding Churches:

To the Ephesians Paul stated that Christ is Head of the (Continued on page 9)

Objective Comments (Continued from Page 1) (Page 7)

agree or conform to the wishes of this small number (board or committee).

There is no such thing as man putting anyone out of the Church of :God, On the
other hand, man may exclude people from denominational membership,

It is through the practice of democratic reform that these Christian principles
may be brought into belief and practice, It is up to us to live our convictions,
which is the most effective way of teaching. v

Planning then is consequential of the conviction for reform. Proper and success-
ful reform is brought about and maintained by adherence to carefully formed plans--
plans for activity within our area of work, y

Dreams of great things in the distant future is not alone the remedy of present
ills, nor security for success of today., There are little, first things--primary
things? fundamental things, and basic things that must first have attention. Reality
of "visions of the future is achieved only after all the many prelininary steps
have.been Faken. If plans for these first things are followed out, the distant ob-
ject}ves W}ll result., The beginning is not the end, and the beginning is of first
consideration, Let us join together in these first things by living and otherwise
teaching our convictions in matters of reform, unity, and missions.

Reasonable, basic and sound planning with proper fulfillment, leads to admirable
attainment, Hence the objective~-planning.

. Unity of the Spirit is the way to spiritual strength and achievement, and to
unity of faith. Seemingly, it would be most impossible to attain unity of faith,
when one group will have nothing to do with another because there is some difference
of opinion. Paul and Barnabas differed at times, but neither tried to cast the other
out of the Church and its fellowship, .

The work of splitting and separating could never bring about unity of faith, To
vote someone out of the ministry of the church (if such could be done) because of
some difference of opinion and practice could not bring about unity of faith,

Tbe Cooperative Association formed at the December, 1960,Council Meetings is
potentially high in opportunity of bringing unity among various groups. Through this
type of assoclation, progress can be made in .unity of faith, As a prerequisite how-
ever, there must be unity of Spirit. "Splitting," causing to split, and "casting out:
are not indicative of it,

With proper contact and .communication, it doubtless would be found that there is
re§1ly less difference than had otherwise been estimated, To say the least, this thir
objective-~unity--is a noble one. ,

Missions may be regarded as the essence of the Great Commission, "Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nationSeese”

Hardly anything is more encouraging than good mission programs at work--both at
home and abroad, ;

There is opportunity through the RPA and the CA to broaden mission efforts.

) IF would be most commendable for the RPA to be able to assist spiritually and
financially, those ministers who have been, arée, or will be, unjustly cast out be-
cause they stand for what they believe to be right and just,

- Many,_many-in the past have -even lost their lives because they dared to stand
irmly upon their convictions, In comparison, it is a small (Continued on page 11)
From the_Mail (Continued from Page 1) ioe aih Lo 1 tor ot amnhome e d
$r0gre851ng."-Many educated people are coming into the light through our paper ("The
rue Gospel,“~our monthly church magazine in the native tongue--Ed.). We are getting

good results in our literature work. ' :

Fourteen people were baptized last year. There are more to be baptized in the
Passover Meetings. : ‘g J=

Now, there are eight workers on the payroll., We are receiving $35 per month
from the West Denver Church for the Gospel work. _

Mgny women who would not be permitted to come out of their homes, wherever we go
preaching, are asking for literature,
] Our workgrs algo @ivided into three groups and will go on preaching for 20 days
in every month. This is a very nice season for us to preach (Continued on page 8)




in the villages. In rainy season it is very hard to go as there are * (Page .8)
no roads,

This year we gathered $250.00° in the local churches as offerings and tithes, In
our area a cooly can get only 20 cents per day. Most of our church people suffer
very much in the rainy season. After transplantatlon there is no work in the fields.
Ninety-nine pér ¢ent of.. our church flocks are coolies, -z-Pastor Jalli. Prakasam.

(In the dry season our brethren in India go into the villages among the “untouch.
ables™ to minister and preach in open air. Rainy season hlnders this. This is also
true in other tropical areas such as Equatorlal Africa. - God bless them.--Ed =

' PSP AP SRS S

I have just arrived home from,,.Bukidnon Province, about: hOO mlles away from my
home. T stayed there for three weeks w1th continuous ‘rreaching every night,

There are elaven precious souls who are preparlng for baptism, as fruits of
our efforts, I hope the Lord will bless them as they search for the truths:-

I was forced to close my effort because I had no more money for my dally expenses
Upon my arrival home in Tubod, my wife handed your two letters to me with the two
checks of 15 and 25 dollars.s.. I am really thankful to. all of. you.who have glven me
this money to support me in the Lord®’s work here in the Philippines. i
B Please ignore the report of Mr, Taylor in the Harvest Field Messenger of Novem-
ber, 1960, page 13, because it is false. I am telling you the truth, and the truth
alone. God knows all of these. They (Juanito Gapul and Benjamin Dingal--Ed,) are no
longer with us in the General Conference. They are now working for the "Radio ‘Church
of’ God" under Armstrong.. Mr.Taylor's reporte...is very rediculous, We are just laugh-
ing upon reading it because we really know that it is foolish and false.

Since October, 1959, when my aid was cut off, I never ceased t6 work Ffor the Lorc
of . taking care of the brethren in the different places who remaln true’ and faithful
to the Lord, = -

) Mr, Gapul is going around...to draw members of the church to the "Radlb Church
of God" under Armstrong.

I am very glad to inform you brothers and 51sters who are sendlng me a little
support for the Lord®'s workK here iri the Phlllpplnes, in ‘the name of' the General Con-
ference of the Church of God,7th Day, that in spite of opposition...l am able to
stand firm and true to my afflllatlon to the "Merger” and uphold its doctrines...and
to maintain the faith of the few who remain true and faithful to God, :

_ In Klokong, HUaramag, and Bukidnon .Province where I have béen-working recently,
we have -almost 100 members, including young people. Gapul and Elder Benjamin Dingal
were able to draw away from us four families of about nine members, to join the "Radic
Church of God" under Armstrong.

We who remain firm and true to our affiliation to the General- Conference are
branded by him (Charles Taylor--Ed.) as defective ministers of the Church of God.
Gapul and Flder Dingal who deserted and are now working with Elder Armstrong in the
Radio Church of God" and who denounced the doctrines of the General Conference, are
branded by him as good people or fine ministers.

Please: pray for me,...E&der Penaredondo (who is now weak because of. hls old age)
and all lay preachers in the different places., ---Elder H, C. Rosell, " .

(For many years Elder Rosell has represented the Church ‘of God s 7th Day in the
Philippines, We were pr1v1leged to work together there in 1954, in mission efforts
and for unity under the General Conference banner. "Taylor," mentioned in his report
is Charles Taylor who was made Chairman of ForeignMissions’ by the Executive Board
‘several years ago. Gapul and Dingal are former ministers of the Church of .God, 7th
Day, but are now with Elder Armstrong. See the report in the Harvest Field Messenger,.
November, 1960, page 13+ The same situation is true in India where thé Gen, Conference
supports the defectors, and where I also was. pr1v11eged to serve in 1954, - We have
been willing to advise them on these things where we have had personal experlence,
but evidently such adv1ce has not been, and is not wanted, --Ed.)

Extra Cogles to Be Made Avallable

Those of you- de51r1ng extra copies of "Church Organization and Act1v1ty," (The
Bible Plan) to use in your work, please let us know how many you need by writing to:

REFORM And PLANNING ASSOCIATION
P. O. Box 688 Denver 1, Colorado
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no roads, :

This year we gathered $250.00° in the local churches as offerings and tithes. In
our''area a cooly can get only 20 cents per day. Most of our church people suffer
very much in the rainy season. After transplantation there is no work in the fields.
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Church Organization and Activity(Continued from Page 6) (Page 9)
church which is His body (See Eph. 1:22,23). A visible head of the Church along with
hierarchical church government is not a product of the Early Church and is not found
to be taught in the Bible. Such teaching and practice originated through the works
of men after the days of the Apostles, and history of the Dark Ages--church history--
brings this to light., A simple, moderate form of church government however, is quite
in order as a means of reaching the world with the Gospel. Bible examples are simple
and moderate, _

Paul also taught that Christ’s relationship to the Church is like that of a hus-
band to his wife, IHe taught that the church is the "household of God,” and that the
members "are built upon the foundation of the apoltles and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone: in whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye also are builded together for a
habitation of God through the Spirit” (Eph, 2:20-22).

Paul further compared the functions of church members to the harmony of service
of the different members of the human body (1 Cor. 12). There were in the Early Churcl
apostles, prophets...governments (Verse 28),

Then there is supposed to be some form of church government and order., The same
thoughts of harmony are found in Romans 12:3-8, where "he that ruleth” is ‘mentioned,
Now, who in the Church has authority to rule in any way? The answer is found in Paul®
statement in 1 Tim. 5:17: "Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double
honor, especially they who labor in the word and doctrine." From special emphasis,
this eliminates those who don't do well and are overly engaged in material business
--financial allocations, budgeting, and figuring out means of securing greater author-
ity over others. Here they are qualified, by "the elders that rule well...who labor
in the word and doctrine.,” Anything to the contrary is wrong. :

It is true as Paul taught, that the church has a duty also in this respect, “to
know them which labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you: and
to esteem them very highly in love for their work®s sake” (See 1 Thess. 5:12,13). Als
"remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God
whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation” (Heb. 13:7).

Where Paul mentions "elders ruling” and other similar remarks, he refers to the
local elders and churches. ILocal elders who do serve well are worthy of honor. Local
elders are overseers according to the Bible, From the above texts, it is evident tha
certain ones have oversight of their respective churches and are due respect if they
serve well, In fact, Paul called the local elders at Ephesus overseers when he said
to them: "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which he hath pur-
chased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28). Paul here had asked the elders of Ephesus
to meet him at Myletus, and there he told them they were overseers of the flock--that
it was their duty to feed the Ckurch of God, Elders do have oversight of their local
churches, There is nothing wrong however, in advising elders of other churches with
regard to common endeavor, when this advice is wanted. lMuch responsibility and work
§§stkupon the shoulders of local elders--responsibility and work in behalf of the

ock,

Not"Being Lords over God's Heritage"

Peter spoke of the work of the elders as being similar to that given by Paul(See
l.Pe?er 5:1-4), "Feed the flock of God which is among you, not by constraint, but
wll}lngly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither being lords over God's
herita €, but ensamples to the flock.” They are to regard themselves as under-shepherc
of the "Chief Shepherd.,” Not by constraint are the elders to feed the flock; not for
moneys; not as “lords over God's heritage,” but willingly and as examples to the flock.

Deacons are mentioned in the New Seriptures, and seven were chosen at Jerusalems
There were deacons in other churches, but there is no mention that a church had to
baV§ Seven always. A church is entitled to have as many deacons as it needs, and no
indication is given that executive and administrative authority is for deacons, except
that.tpey were to look after the needs of the flock they serve., There are certain
qgallflcations set forth for both elders and ‘deacons in the New Scriptures, for ser-
vice to the flock in such capacities (See 1 Tim. 3). :

Iwelve and Seventy

(Continued on page 10)
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"the Bible plan of solving church problems.

-general super-structure with hierarchical and dictatorial power over local.churches,

~uat1ng the Christian way of life.

- fraom brothers and sisters in the faith, aswell as from other friends over the country

The Twelve Apostles were men of God called for a specific work ‘(Page 10)
of the Gospel--setting forth the way of eternal life--the ¥keys of the klngdom’ (See
Matt, 16:18 +19). Their office was apostleshlp. Paul and Barnabas are also referred
to as apostles. Succession of the Twelve is not taught in the Scriptures. o mentior
is made of their successors in the office of apostleship, except for Judas. Nowhere
were any of the apostles said to have executive or administrative duties that gave
them such authority over others, to tell them when, where, and for how much money they
should preach,

At one time - Christ chose seventy men to go into places where He planned to goe
He sent them "two by two,® and neither did they have any buslness, authoritative ex-
ecutive and administrative duties (See Luke 10: 1). There is nothing to indicate that
a body of seventy was to be continued, and no other mention is made of this group.
Except in number, can they be said to have had resemblance to the seventy who aided
Moses in the judgment of Israels The Sanhedrin of Christ's time were men who opposed
Christ and His work (Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathaea excepted). Stich were the lead-
ers in the pérsecution that came to the Church in Judea a few years after Pentecost.

Christ did not want His church to be patterned in any way after the ways of the
Gentiles either. His followers were not to exercise lordship over others, as were
the ways of the Gentiles. He considered service to be worthy of honor and respect
(See Matt, 20:25-28; Luke 22:24-27), Christ came to serve and He wants His ‘people to
live for service--not merely to receive 1t from others.

Bible Way of Settling Church Problems

As long as the Church is composed of members and leaders prone to temptatlon and
failings, there will arise difficulties in the Church. The spiritual members are to
come to the aid of the weak ones overtaken in faults (See Gal., 6:1).

Christ also gave 1nstruct10ns as to how to proceed with the errlng (See Matt.

Acgordlng to James, he who redeems the erring has done a noble work (See James
5319420

Difficulties are to be settled Biblically, not by the exercise of lordshlp over
others in seeking to cast people out of the Church, for God only is the One who adds
to and takes from the Church., Obedience to Christ®s instructions in Matthew 18, is

Local Church Autonomy and Work in Common

The Bible upholds local autonomy in the Church. Nowhere is there a hint of a

for this type of organizational structure was originated by men after the days of the
Apostles. Every local church in the days of the Apostles was considered a unit in
itself, The local elders are servants of the church, and not bosses in the accepted
sense of the word., But two or more churches can, and should work together im project:
of common imterest for the advancement of the Gospel. In such cases there.should be
no selfish rivalry, but the closest ties of Christian fellowshlp should prevall. Any
organization other than that as an 1nstrument for serv1ce and fellowshlp 1s of ‘man,
not of God,

- A modest, simple general organlzatlon advocatlng local church autonomy, is in
order as a promotional means of fulfllllng the .common aims of the Church and perpet-

This article is in keeplng with ’What the Church .of God Belleves and Why"--a dis
ccussion of Nos 154  -=-Glenn Willhelm & C.E Ay Jointly, s B et }

Elder B, F. Marrs remains in Porter Hospltal w1th 1nternal cancer, and is 1n
critical condition., [

For some time he has wanted to .answer and acknowledge the many 1etters and cards

But he has not been able to do so.. *~

He and family appreciate-so.much all kindness and sympathy expressed, and would ‘
like for this brief note.to be considered acknowledgement of same. He asks that. .all
who "have ‘'supported his work in any way, support the Reform and Planning A55001at10n,
since he can no longer work. Those caring to send further letters and cards address:
Elder B,F, Marrs, $Porter Hospital, 2525 So. Downing St, Denver, Colorado.
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The Twelve Apostles were men of God called for a specific work (Page 10)
of the Gospel--setting forth the way of eternal life--the "keys of the kingdom” (See
Matt, 16318,19). Their office was apostleship. Paul and Barnabas are also referred
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Nowhere
were any of the apostles said to have executive or administrative duties that gave
them such authority over cothers, to tell them when, where, and for how much money they
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Gentiles either, His followers were not to exercise lordship over others, as were
the ways of the Gentiles. He considered service to be worthy of honor and respect
(See Matt, 20:25-28; Luke 22:24-27), Christ came to serve and He wants His ‘people o
live for service--not merely to receive it from others.

Bible Way of Settling .Church Problems

As long as the Church is composed of members and leaders prone to temptation and
failings, there will arise difficulties in the Church., The spiritual members are to
come to the aid of the weak ones overtaken in faults (See Gal. 6:1). %

Christ also gave instructions as to how to proceed with the erring (See Matt.

‘18:15-17); ;

Acgording to James, he who redeems the erring has done a noble work: (See James
5:19420). : :

Difficulties are to be settled Biblically, not by the exercise of lordship over
others in seeking to cast people out of the Church, for God only is the One who adds
to and takes from the Church., Obedience to Christ®s instructions in Matthew 18, is

“the Bible plan of solving church problems.

Local Church Autonomy and Work in Common

The Bible upholds local autonomy in the Church, HNowhere is there a hint of a

-general super-structure with hierarchical and dictatorial power over local.churches,

for this type of organizational structure was originated by men after the days of the
Apostles. Every local church in the days of the Apostles was considered a unit in
itself, The local elders are servants of the church, and not bosses in the accepted
sense of the word, But two or more churches can, and should work together in project:
of common imterest for the advancement of the Gospel. In such cases there.should be
no selfish rivalry, but the closest ties of Christian fellowship should prevail. Any
organization other than that as an instrument for service and fellowship is of ‘man,
not of God, : : :

- A modest, simple general organization advocating local church autonomy, is in
order as a promotional means of fulfilling the .common aims of the Church and perpet-
uating the Christian way of life., : : o ey

This article is in keeping with “What the Church .of God Believes and Why”--a dis
cussion of No., 15, ---Glenn Willhelm & C.E.A., Jointly. ; ool

Elder B. F. Marrs remains in Porter Hospital with internal cancer, and ‘is in
critical condition. ; iy 3 : ; T

For some time he has wanted to answer and acknowledge the many letteérs-and ‘cards
fram brothers and sisters in the faith, aswell as from other friends over the country
But he has not been able to do so. : ‘ Lt - L i

He and family appreciaterso.much all kindness and sympathy -expressed, and would
like for this brief note .to be considered acknowledgement of same. He asks that.all
who "have supported his work in any way, support the Reform and Planning ASSOCiéﬁion,
since he can no longer work. Those caring to send further letters and cards address:
Elder B,F. Marrs, $Porter Hospital, 2525 So. Downing Sty Denver, Colorado,
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Objective Comments (Continued from Page ?7) (Page 11)

thing to be cast out of job and fellowship. : i

gReally, what mZy apgear at times to be defeat, is opportunity. Christians pros-
per in Spirit, faith, and works, through persecution. )

New mission fields have been opened up through adversity, such as happened in
the Barly Church when local churches (Antioch, for example) were raised up by devout

1 ttered by persecution. )
FEsE gizigs :bioadyage crying out for help that is, and may be extended by work of

the Reform and Planni Association. ‘ _
) At the moment, iﬂg RPA Committee is considering four principal areas abroad,

10Di help there in the future. These areas are:
HEE L BOIRRTEE greaﬁ;:ica,pIndia, West Indies and the Philippines.

Interest of people in thefmove@enF for ;efogm, makes it imperative that the RPA

4 program for missions abroad.

= fgzzhhigtgzzegzgengiygwrote that it was lgte for the erection of church buildings
and that the crying need is for the proclamation of the Gospel to the world., He was
especially interested in areas abroad, and emphasized it by sending along several
hundred dollars to be used in these areas. )

Tn all of the main areas listed above, people of the Reform Movement are helping
to some extent, This aid and work are considered a good beginning and should be ex-
panded a great deal., This can only be done according to interest of Church of God
members and friends in missions abroad.

In one of these areas (India) we are helping to publish our church paper (The
True Gospel) and tracts in native dialect. We would like to see this type of publica.
tion expanded there (See Pastor Prakasam's report). The work in India has had its
yps and downs," as I have personally and on-the-scene observed, but it has been or-
ganized for many years--not in recent ones,

We hope to be of greater assistance to the entire ministry in these various
fields--not forgetting our obligations at home, however.

We sincerely invite the cooperation of every local church or individual support-
ing missions abroad directly, in sending to the RPA Office information as to how much
and to whom support is being sent, This is for the purpose of preventing inequity in
distribution which otherwise will happen., The RPA delegates in session last Decembe:
recommended this, We do want it understood however, that RPA encourages local church
projects in foreign fields., The office only wants to be helpful in making local
church and individual projects and support more effective and useful,

Now, as we compose a summary in our minds, of RPA objectives, we must admit that
under prevailing conditions Reform, Planning, Unity, and Missions are noble ones,

+ = +
Since at the time of the “Merger® in 1949, there was not agreement on details

of the "Bible Plan® of church organization, the Article of Belief, No., 15, on this

subject was written and approved as follows:

"Salvation is through faith in Christ, but for the purpose of co-operation

in the proclamation of the Gospel, and the upholding of true Bible stand-

ards and doctrines, and for the fellcwship of the believers, the Church

should be organized in accordance with the Bible plan.”

-~-hat the Church of God Believes and Why.

To add to the freedom granted in the above open article, there was plain under-
standing and agreement that church organization would not. be considered as a doctrine
of the Church--a tenet of faith esserntial to salvation--but as a means to the end of
promoting the work of the Gospzl, This article, understanding, and agreement should
still hold true; otherwise, thsre is the betrayal of the confidence of many. Had it
not been for this underatanding and ccnfidence there doubtless, would have been no
*Merger,"

+ . === : +

In sending financial support to RPA, make checks and money orders payable to:
REFORM and PLANNING ASSOCIATION
P. 0. Box 688

4 ——

Denver 1, Colorado
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Guide to Bible Study:
Search the Scriptures

Psa, 12:6, "The words of the Lord are pure words.es”
Acts 20:32, “I commend you to God, and the word of his graceees”
Aets 17:11, ¥,,.Searched the scriptures dailyee,”
John 5:39, "Search the scripturesae.”
Ma.tt. 11 :25, LL{0) FathEr. ™ othou. ™ .haS‘t I'evéaled. oo w
Prov, 30:6, "Add thou not to his words,.."
Psa, 119:105, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feetes,"
" Psa., 25:9, "The meek will he guide in Jjudgment,..”
1 Cor, 2:13, ",,.Comparing spiritual things with spiritual,”
2 Tim, 2:15, "Study to show thyself approvedess"
L 2 Tim, 3:15, ",,.From a child thou hast known the holy scriptures..."
[ 2 Tim, 3:16, ",,.Profitable for doctrine, for reproof,.."
2 Tim, 3:17, "...Thoroughly furnished unto all good works, "
Rev, 1:3, "Blessed is he that readeth..."
Reve 22:18, "If any man add unto these thingsees”
Eph, 6:14, “,,.Having your loins girt about with truth,”
John 17:17, " %sThy word is truth."
Eph, 6:17, ",..The sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.®
2 Peter 1:5, ",..And to virtue knowledge."

h 2 Peter 3:18, "Grow in the grace, and in the knowledge."
] .

Please don®t overlook Elder Leo Merriam®s comments on church progress in Lodi,
} California, =
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